“My lollipops are
good for your teeth!
”

REAL
GIRL

Alina Morse’s out-of-the-box idea:

Willy Wonka who? This kid boss is the candy queen!

E

leven-year-old Alina from Wolverine Lake,
MI, saw a problem: She knew everyone
loved lollipops, but she also knew that
most could be full of sugar and be potentially bad for your teeth, causing cavities. So she set
out to find a solution! Her lollipop creation, Zollipops,
doesn’t cause cavities ... it actually prevents them
by cleaning your teeth as you snack. Read on
to see why you really can be a boss at any age.

Q

Hi Alina! We love your idea of creating a
healthy lollipop — we wish we thought
of it! How did you come up with it?

A

I went to the bank with my dad one day, and the
teller offered me a sucker. My parents
always told me that sugar was terrible for my teeth,
and I love candy, so I asked, “Why can’t we make a
sucker that’s good for your teeth?” And after 100 more
times of asking, I researched making lollipops with ingredients like Xylitol and Stevia, which are sugar-free

GET ZOLLIPOPS!
You can
get packets of
Zollipops at
Whole Foods
or Amazon!
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Stretch it out! The loaf is then
loaded by hand into a roller that
creates a rope of Zollipops. Cool!
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and are shown to actually prevent cavities!
From there, Zollipops were born.

best flavors. They were brutally honest and
did not sugarcoat (ha!) any comments.

Q
A

How did you come up with the name
Zollipops for your brand?

Q

My sister Lola was trying one of our
samples and called them Zollipops. I
told my dad that was the name, and we
were able to get a trademark on it.

A

Q
A

How did you get the funds for starting
out? Who helped you?

I took $7,500 from my savings, which
I had gotten mostly from my grandparents. Then, my dad matched the funds,
so I started Zollipops with a
$15,000 investment.

Q
A

How supportive! So who
was your first customer?
Our first customer
was Whole Foods
Market. My friends
helped select
the

LOL! How many Zollipops have you
sold and about how much money
has the company earned so far?
Company sales are over a million
dollars — that is literally millions of
Zollipops sold! We invest earnings to support our mission to help reduce childhood
tooth decay and grow the business.

Q
A

How do you balance running your
own business with normal kid stuff?

I split time into thirds after school. It’s
1/3 school work, 1/3 playing with my
sister or dance and 1/3 Zolli business.

Q
A

If you could have one celebrity endorse Zollipops, who would it be?

Q
A

Who is your biggest role model and
why do you look up to them?

Q
A

Amazing! Can you put into words
how proud you are of the business?

Ellen DeGeneres, because she
believes that young kids can make a
difference. And she loves to dance, too!

[Former First Lady] Michelle Obama
is my role model because she totally
supports girl power and young women
in business! She even had Zollipops at
the White House Easter Egg Roll in
both 2015 and 2016.

HAVING A BALL!
When she’s not busy
being a #BossLady,
she likes to dance
and sing!
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Wrap it up! The Zollipops are
then dressed with a wrapper as
they go down the assembly line.
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It feels really good because I’m
learning things that I normally
wouldn’t have until I was older. In the future, I want to help more kids and families
by giving back. I hope every kid has a
healthy smile and a Zollipop in their hand!

6

Ship it out! Zollipops are
bagged,
given nutrition info and
sent
for delivery. Each bag co
sts $6!
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